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to the case of Mahomed Rheza Khan, who some
time after his acquittal was restored to the office of
Nawab Nazim. Process had been issued against him
from the Supreme Court. The Council appear to have
regarded his as a typical case. " Not owning allegiance
"to the king nor obedience to his laws; having been
" born and educated, and now living and having always
"lived out of his protection; deriving no benefit or
"security whatever in life or member, in fame, liberty,
"or fortune, from the administration of justice under
" those laws, l and not having therefore the common coii-
" sideration for which men at the first formation of society
" surrendered those portions of their natural liberty the
"aggregate of which constitutes the authority of the
" State, he claims, we conceive of right, as thorough an
" exemption from the controul of our laws, as nature
".has given him an alienage from us in blood, temper,
" and complexion."

This was just as true of the rest of the population as
it was of Mahomed Rheza Khan, so that the Council
actually put their resistance to the Supreme Court ex-
pressly on the ground that Parliament itself had no
authority to legislate for natives of India, and that if
it affected to do so its enactments must be evaded or
resisted.

; The Council are not, however, consistent in their
defence for their conduct. They say elsewhere (para.
27) that they could have pointed out to the Court the
persons who were the proper objects of its jurisdiction,
and that if the Court would have agreed to accept their
statements as conclusive on this point they would have
enforced the process of the Court. This shows the
2 This is in style more like Francis than Hastings.